Popular ignorance is the fruitful soil in which all manner of humbugs germinate speedily, grow rapidly and fructify abundantly. Yet it is not absolute ignorance which furnishes so kindly a soil to mushroom theories and fungous sham science, but rather that half-knowledge, in which native stupidity has been fertilized by the offal of science, rejected by its true votaries and descending, like the cast off clothes of beaux and belles, through various grades of society, to its ultimate destination, the rubbish-heap.
Nowhere has this half-learning, which is really the worst ignorance, revelled to such an extent as in the 
